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elements in the environment that do change rapidly in
the periods generally studied, i.e. machines, transport,
ataes, and, in brief, all the social relations arising from
social production, for the change in the organism will
necessarily be related to these changing features in its
environment. The organism does not enter consciously
or of its own will into these relations. They are prior
and determine its consciousness and will. It is in fact
impossible to study psychology without a background
of sociology. If one does do so, either it is impossible to
find the causal connexion in the change of the human
psyche, or else one accepts the human psyche as un-
changing and all laws discovered from a study of
contemporary psyches seem true for all time.
As it happens, no modem school of psychology has
ever studied soaal relations as primary, as condltiontng
the consciousness which is generated by them. None
study concrete society and its non-psychical basis. No
modern school of psychology has ever yet got so far
as to formulate its basic approach to the environment
of the psyche it studies, continuous interaction with
which is tiie law of psychic life,
Freud approaches his psychological problems with the
assumptions of a bourgeois idealist, to whom nothing
exists of reality save an unchanging backcloth before
which the ideas play their parts. It is true that these
ideas are now ratter like tie * ruling passions I of older
philosophers, and have been given the name of * the
instincts' or * Libido', but the story is stiU the same
fabulous drama, in which are performed the * miracles *
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